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It was the 22nd day of October, 1922.

L)

The whole country was now waiting anxiously for some decisive action on the part of
the Fascisti, but no one had any 1dea as to what 1t was to be. A march on Rome had often
been talked about, and Mussolin1 made no sscret of his intentions in that connexion.

Threateningly and stormily he said it, for in times of tempest delays are unpardonable.
“To-day and at once,” according to the motto of St. Catherine of Siena-Now 1s the right time,

In the meanwhile another great Fascista gathering was summoned at Naples. On
October 24th the Congress opened. On the evenmg of that day Mussolini delivered a great
speech at the San Carlo Theatre.t

In another speech, delivered the same day at the review of the Fascisti, he said :
“Leaders, ligionaries, blackshirts of Naples and all Italy !

Today, without striking one wounding blow, we have conquered the burning, vibrating
soul of Naples, the burning soul of all the South of ltaly.’

The Congress broke up, in the orderly tumult of an army, with the fateful cry—
‘To Rome! To Rome !’

DY * DY

That same evening at 10 p. m. the famous quadrumvirate was formed.
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On the evening of the 27th Mussolini was at the theatre in Milan. Halfway through
one act, word was brought to him. ‘A telephone message. It was begun.’

The last motors left hurriedly, bearing the last copies of the ultimatum, which had been
secretly made ready for some days past and which next day were to be placarded all over
Italy.
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